Minutes of the Meeting of Doddinghurst Parish Council Planning Committee held at 19.00 on 29th April 2025 in the Parish Room, Adjacent Village Hall, Church Lane, Doddinghurst.
Present: Cllrs: D. Dicker (Chairman), A. Smith, T. Lockhart and D. Potter
Also Present:  C. Fuller (Clerk) 
1. Appointment of Chairman

Cllr. Smith chaired the meeting until the arrival of Cllr. Dicker

2. Apologies for absence:  None    
3. Declaration of Interests relating to items on the agenda:  None
4.  Public Participation:  None
5.  Planning Update:   
      It was noted that Application No. 25/00065/s191 (Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing operation or activity for the use of the land as B8 storage facility) at The Old Goat Yard, Land to the West of Days Lane, Doddinghurst, was still pending a decision by BBC.  It was agreed to re-submit the Parish Council’s response.  It was further noted that the Planning Enforcement Officer who had been dealing with this application had left BBC.
6.
 New Planning Applications
     a)   Application No. 25/00375/HHA

            Development:  Proposed single storey rear extension

            Address:  4 Parsonage Field, Doddinghurst

           ( Resolved to raise NO OBJECTION as the proposed rear extension will have no

           detrimental visual impact on the neighbours or street scene.
     b)  Application No. 24/01362/FUL

           Development:  Demolition of existing dwelling.  Construction of a detached, single 

           storey dwelling with associated parking and amenity space

           Address:  The Oaks, Warren Lane, Doddinghurst

( Resolved to raise NO OBJECTION  It is a replacement building on the site and will      cause no harm to the openness of the Green Belt. It is a high standard of design complying with s.139 (b) in the NPPF (2024 edition). It complies with the provisions of BE14 in the Local Plan and s.154 in the NPPF. It is an isolated corner site with trees and hedgerows to the boundaries and therefore no detrimental visual impact on neighbours or street scene.

    c)   Application No. 25/00412/s192

Development:  Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for a Proposed Use or Development for demolition of existing swimming pool and plant house, and construction of an enclosed swimming pool in the garden.  (Note correction from agenda due to an administrative error).
 
The Emblems, Mountnessing Lane, Doddinghurst


This application was for information only – no comment

7.   Waterworks Spring Farm, Dagwood Lane, Doddinghurst
Cllr. Smith reported that he had met the developer by chance at the site and asked for the passing place adjacent to Parish Council land to be fenced to prevent unauthorised access.  He was promised a site visit for Councillors.  Concerns had also been raised about drainage along a ditch which appeared not to be running freely.   The Clerk has requested a site visit a couple of times but to date no response has been received so will continue to chase. 
8.  Land in Trust

     Update on registering the Recreation Ground and Burial Ground with the Land Registry (requested in October 2023).   The Clerk reported that the Land Registry had requested a copy of a conveyance document dating back to 1937, however all documents relating to the ownership and history had been passed to the Council’s solicitor and it was not among them.  The solicitor’s advice was to apply for adverse possession, which is now underway following the Clerk signing a Statement of Truth prepared by the solicitor.  

     When the land has been successfully registered the aim will be to put the Recreation Ground, Football Field (aka Budgens Field) and Peartree Field into a Community Trust managed by the Parish Council.  


     Cllr. Potter reported that applications to the Land Registry are currently taking around 18 months to process.

9.  Any other urgent business for information only
a) It was noted that The Rectory remains empty and there has been no news from the Diocese of Chelmsford on its future.  The Clerk to write again to the Diocese asking that the building and/or land is put to a good and appropriate use for the village.

b) The Clerk was asked to write to County Cllr. Lesley Wagland asking whether ECC is looking to pass on any parcels of land as part of the devolution plans.  The Parish Council may wish to consider taking on their ownership or management to enhance the village.

c) Cllr. Lockhart reported completion of the refurbishment of the fingerpost at the junction of Church Lane & Warren Lane.

d) The Clerk reported that the projector and screen for the Parish Room had been ordered and would be fitted when delivered.

The meeting closed at 19.50
Signed:                                                                                                                  Date:

 



 



